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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 are presented for examination; claims 1, and 9-13 independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-3, and 5-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Douvikas et al. (USPN 6,691,158) (hereinafter Douvikas). 

3. Referring to claim 1, Douvikas discloses an information apparatus (Figure 1,110) 
comprising: 

user-designated information acquiring means for acquiring sequential user- 
designated information (i.e. user identity location information as found in Figures 7A, 7B 
and 15) including contents selection information of a user (col. 5, line 67 t col. 6, line 21 ; 
col. 9, lines 10-24); 

user-designated information notifying means for notifying (i.e. searching) an 
external device (i.e. someone looking up the "ecard" of the user) of the user-designated 
information (col. 9, lines 45-58); 

user-designated information accuracy setting means for specifying accuracy 
setting information (i.e. privacy levels), said accuracy setting information including a 
ratio (i.e. how much and of what information pertaining to the user is disseminated to 
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who) of disclosure of the acquired user designated information to the external device, 
whereby the user-designated information notifying means is controlled according to the 
accuracy setting information specified by the user-designated information accuracy 
setting means (Figure 7A, 720) to thereby transmit log information which changes in 
accordance with time as the notification (i.e. contact and location information gathered 
by the ecard server) to the external device (outside user requesting user's ecard), said 
log information being obtained by restricting the user-designated information according 
to the accuracy setting information (only the information the user allows to be seen to 
the public is displayed to the other users) (col. 9, lines 1-27; Figures 7A-B). 

4. Referring to claim 2, Douvikas discloses the log information is transmitted to the 
external device together with log accuracy information generated based on the accuracy 
setting information (i.e. only information allowed to be shown to the public, or marked 
semi-private, if the requestor is a trusted friend of the user, is shown on the screen, 
however blanks are shown where information is restricted to the viewer) (Figure 4). 

5. Referring to claim 3, Douvikas discloses including AV function control means (i.e. 
controlling the display of information) including an Internet access function (Figure 1, 
170), and wherein at least part of the user-designated information is contents selection 
information for the AV function control means (i.e. privacy levels) (col. 6, lines 1-22). 



6. 



Referring to claim 5, Douvikas discloses including storing means configured to: 
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store information, said stored information including part of the log information (i.e. 
database server (col. 4, line 61 to col. 5, line 3), and 

transmit the stored information to the external device (Figure 4, whole figure is 
transmitted to the user; col. 5, lines 40-45). 

7. Referring to claim 6, Douvikas discloses the user-designated information 
acquiring means acquires user-designated information from each of the external AV 
devices respectively having AV function control means (i.e. personal computers), which 
are independent of the information processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 5-21). 

8. Referring to claim 7, Douvikas discloses the user-designated information 
acquiring means acquires user-designated information from a home appliance (i.e. a 
personal computer) independent of the information processing apparatus (col. 5, lines 
5-21). 

9. Referring to claim 8, Douvikas discloses a method for 

(a) receiving contents information, said contents information comprising both 
contents substantial information (i.e. user information) and contents selection 
information (i.e. whether it should be displayed) for specifying a method of reproducing 
at least part of the contents substantial information (i.e. determining what information 
should be transmitted to the external device, or the viewer), and 
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(b) reproducing the contents substantial information, is determined according to 
the contents selection information and the user-designated information (Figure 4, whole 
figure). 

1 0. Claims 9-1 8 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

11. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Douvikas 
in view of Cooper et al. (USPN 6,754,904) (hereinafter Cooper). 
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13. Douvikas discloses the invention substantively as described in the claims above. 
Douvikas does not specifically state including pseudo information generating means 
configured to generate pseudo user-designated information, and wherein the user- 
designated information acquired from the user-designated information acquiring means 
is substituted with the pseudo user-designated information according to the accuracy 
setting information. In analogous art, Cooper discloses another information processing 
apparatus which is configured to generate pseudo user-designated information (i.e. 
labels stating "private", and wherein the user-designated information acquired from the 
user-designated information acquiring means is substituted with the pseudo user- 
designated information according to the accuracy setting information (i.e. instead of 
disclosing information, the "private" label is inserted indicating that the user wishes this 
information not to be disclosed) (Figure 11, 1110, 11 08). It would be obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teaching of Cooper with Douvikas in order to allow people to know information about a 
user without disclosing information considered sensitive to the user, thereby increasing 
the user's privacy while still allowing others to know information about the user. 

Response to Amendment 

14. The Office acknowledges the amendments to claims 1, 3-6, and 8-18. 
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Response to Arguments 

15. The Office has considered the arguments pertaining to the 112, sixth paragraph 
given in the previous Office Action. The rejection is withdrawn. 

16. The Office has considered the arguments that claims 15-18 have not been 
treated in the previous Office Action and that the next subsequent action must be non- 
final. Accordingly, this action is Non-Final. 

17. Applicants arguments pertaining to art rejections have been fully considered but 
are not persuasive. 

18. In the remarks, Applicant argues, in substance, that (1) Dovikas does not 
describe information which changes over time and is fixed, and (2) Cooper does not 
replace information by substituting a "private" label. 

19. As to point (1) Applicant's attention is drawn to Figure 15. Dovikas does disclose 
information which changes over time (i.e. "Where am I" will expire on January 15, 2001 
in the example). This information is accessible to the users based on the privacy 
settings (note differing "locks" indicators on the side). This information will be 
appropriate for a set period of time and then expire, then it will not be available to be 
viewed, therefore ensuring that it changes over time. By this rationale the rejection is 
maintained. 



Application/Control Number: 09/975,001 
Art Unit: 2143 



Page 8 



20. As to point (2) Applicant's attention is drawn to Figure 1 1 . Cooper discloses a 
Buddy List 1110 which discloses a plurality of Buddies 1 1 08, one of which is "Offline" 
(i.e. Sam) and one of which is "private" (i.e. Rob). The system has replaced the 
information (i.e. what channels are they watching) with differing labels depending on the 
privacy settings. By this rationale the rejection is maintained. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph E. Avellino whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3905. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571 ) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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